The injury pattern to children involved in lethal traffic accidents in Berlin.
A statistical investigation of causes of death of children in Berlin, as well as in the rest of Germany shows, that 'accidents' are the most frequent causes of death in children. Nearly 50% of all child fatalities (0-15 years old) are due to traffic accidents. The reports of 30 children (19 boys, 11 girls) that were investigated in one of the three Institutes of Legal Medicine in Berlin over a period of 5 years were studied. In nearly 40% of all cases the children were pedestrians, in ten cases they died as passengers in cars, five children were bicyclists and in one case the child was a skateboarder. In 60% of all cases the principal injuries were severe injuries of the skull and brain; skull and brain trauma was the most frequent cause of death. In the group pedestrians (n=11), the cause of death in ten cases was the severe head-injury. Over 60% of all injured children died at the scene or in the first 24h after the accident, none of the children survived more than 30 days.